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*****NEWS RELEASE******
****MEDICARE COVERAGE UPDATE******

Medicare (CMS) has determined that elastic garments do not meet the definition of  a brace because they are not rigid or semi-rigid devices. Effective on or after April 1, 2009, these items will no longer covered by Medicare..

	· Thoracic rib belt

	· Knee orthosis, elastic with stays, or condylar pads prefabricated(Lateral J/Donut)

	· Knee orthosis, elastic knee cap, prefabricated 

	· Ankle orthosis, elastic, prefabricated

	· Shoulder orthosis, single or double shoulder, elastic, prefabricated

	· Elbow orthosis, elastic with or without stays, prefabricated (Tennis Elbow)

	· Wrist orthosis, elastic, prefabricated

	· Wrist hand finger orthosis, elastic, prefabricated


This determination also applies to elastic spinal garments.
	· TLSO, flexible, provides trunk & upper thoracic support to reduce load on the intervertebral disks with rigid stays or panel(s), includes shoulder straps and closures, prefabricated (Corset Style)

	· Sacroiliac orthosis, flexible, provides pelvic-sacral support, includes straps, closures, may include pendulous abdomen design, prefabricated

	· Lumbar orthosis, flexible, provides lumbar support, posterior extends from L-1 to below L-5 vertebra, includes straps, closures, may include pendulous abdomen design, shoulder  straps, stays, prefabricated

	· Lumbar-sacral orthosis (LSO), flexible, provides support at the sacrococcygeal junction to T-9 vertebra, includes straps, closures, may include  stays, shoulder straps, pendulous abdomen design, prefab. (Corset Style Brace)


1. Elastic garments may be made of a variety of materials, including but not limited to neoprene or spandex (elastane, Lycra(TM)). 
a. They are considered to be elastic even if they have flexible plastic or metal stays.
b.  If a garment made with elastic material has a rigid plastic or metal posterior panel, it is considered a nonelastic spinal orthoses for purposes of coverage and coding. 
c. A garment that is made primarily of nonelastic material such as cotton or nylon is considered a nonelastic spinal  orthosis.
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